
Mrs. Sandra Joy Taylor
January 15, 1946 - April 23, 2025

A Multi-Pulitzer Prize nominee passed peacefully at home on April 23, 2025;
Sandra Joy Baxley Taylor 

 (born January 15, 1946) of Mobile, AL; an Alabama
writer/author/editor/publisher was re-united with her 

 husband of 44 years, Tom Taylor, former Executive Editor in Chief of The
Mobile Press Register and her 

 parents, Lois G McCarter, Raymond Johnson and JC McCarter and two
children Sean Taylor (wife Ann) and 

 Julia Taylor Lolley. Ms. Taylor graduated from W.P. Davidson High School in
1964 and graduated with an A.B. 

 in Journalism with a minor in English from the University of Alabama in 1968.
She was a writer for The 

 Birmingham News and The Mobile Press Register, being a trailblazer in her
line of work, always finding the 

 most controversial stories and getting right to the bottom of them at all costs.
She and her husband were the 

 first “white” members of the Mobile NAACP, embracing our new integration
laws when it was daring in this 

 area. Just one of Ms. Taylor’s articles was recently featured on CNN in The
People vs the KKK, as she worked 

 hand in hand with Michael Figures to uncover “dirty” cops in Mobile, AL, after
the last lynching of Michael 



Donald in 1983. Ms. Taylor was the author of many books on Alabama
politicians; “F.O.B. The Incredible Story 

 of F.O.B. James”, “Me and George” about George C Wallace, and “Faulker,
Jimmy That Is”. She had her own 

 publishing company, Greenberry Publishing, in which she edited many books,
such as “The Massacre at Fort 

 Mims” and recipe books such as “From Collards to Caviar”. Mr. and Ms. Taylor
were part of the Old Mobilian 

 Society, and they will both be very missed by many friends. She is survived by
one brother, Cheyney McCarter 

 (wife Jimmi) of Hendersonville, TN; three sons, Stephen Taylor (wife Denise),
Steven Baxley, and Tommy 

 Taylor; and one daughter, Samantha Baxley. She is also survived by 7
grandchildren, Randi Gladson (husband 

 Joel) of Russellville, TN; Taylor Lolley of Tennessee, Stephanie Borne
(husband Dustin) of Denham Springs, LA; 

 Ashley Stephenson (husband Donald) of London, England; Joseph Taylor
(wife Laura) of Mobile, AL; and 

 Jocelyn Lee Taylor and Kaeley Louise Taylor of Idaho Falls, ID., and seven
great grandchildren; niece, Darla M 

 Hileman (husband Chris) of Mobile, AL and nephew, Zac McCarter (wife
Katie)of Nashville, TN. Her pallbearers 

 are Steven Baxley, Tommy Taylor, Cheyney McCarter, Chris Hileman, Brian
Pelligrini, and Chris Levesque. 

 Visitation is 11 am-1 pm at Cottage Hill Memorial Funeral Home in Mobile, AL,
on May 13 th , 2025, with services 

 beginning at 1 pm and graveside to follow.



Cemetery Details

Magnolia Cemetery

1202 Virginia Street
Mobile, AL 36660

Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 13. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (CT)

Cottage Hill Memorial Funeral Home
7158 Cottage Hill Road
Mobile, AL 36695
(251) 380-6601

Service

MAY 13. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Cottage Hill Memorial Funeral Home
7158 Cottage Hill Road
Mobile, AL 36695
(251) 380-6601
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Chris, Darla, Alyssa & Catlyn - May 12, 2025 at 04:33 PM

Chris, Darla, Alyssa & Catlyn purchased the Bask
et of Memories for the family of Mrs. Sandra Joy
Taylor.

Chris, Darla, Alyssa & Catlyn - May 12, 2025 at 04:33 PM

Chris, Darla, Alyssa & Catlyn planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mrs. Sandra Joy Taylor.

Darla McCarter-Hileman - May 08, 2025 at 02:37 PM

I cannot even begin to describe how phenomenal this lady REALLY
is!!!... She was a very strong matriarch of our family and supported
all of us in whatever endeavors we were seeking....one of the most
positive speaking human beings I've ever known.....and when I went
to jail in my early 20s, THIS WAS THE LADY THAT CAME AND
GOT ME OUT....I will miss her tremendously, but I will NEVER
forget all the advice she gave me!!....I LOVE YOU FOREVER,
AUNT SANDY!!! 

 Love, Darla, your darling niece

MP

maryAnn Pursel - May 10, 2025 at 08:01 PM

I was telling her kids the other day I was glad there were no cell
phones in college. Really we were little angels  loved this woman
since the 10th grade, we had to many Fun things to put here ,suffice it
to say she was an old and dear friend.

https://www.cottagehillmemorialfuneralhomeandcremation.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cottagehillmemorialfuneralhomeandcremation.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cottagehillmemorialfuneralhomeandcremation.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Sue Riddle Cronkite - July 06, 2025 at 01:27 PM

A joy to work with at the Birmingham News in the 1970s.


